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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is responsive to communication filed on November 18, 2005. 

Response to Arguments 
In view of the appeal brief filed on April 8, 2005, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY 
REOPENED. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the follov^ing 
two options: 

(1) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office acfion is non-final) or a reply under 37 
CFR 1.113 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) request reinstatement of the appeal. 

If reinstatement of the appeal is requested, such request must be accompanied by a 
supplemental appeal brief, but no new amendments, affidavits (37 CFR 1.130, 1.131 or 1.132) or 
other evidence are permitted. See 37 CFR 1.193(b)(2). 

Applicant argued on pages 7-8 that the reference of Borgstahl fail to teach the limitation 
of construction of data cormection with the integrated household control system is automatically 
initiated if the distance fi"om the household control base drops to predetermined limit value or if 
it reaches a predetermined region surrounding the control base The reference of Borgstahl 
teaches personalization of an appliance without requiring any action fi-om the user whenever the 
user is near the appliance (col. 7 line 62-col. 8 line 54). Borgstahl teaches communication 
between the data terminal and the household device (20) is based on proximity (col. 5 lines 43- 
45) and the proximity is used to limit physical distance between the communicating units (col. 14 
lines 3-5). 
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Applicant argues on page 8 that Borgstahl fail to teach that the limit value or the region is 
predetermined. It is the examiner position that Borgstahl teaches the limit value or the region is 
predetermined because Borgstahl teaches operating the communication unit at a low power so as 
to limit the communication range to less than 5 meters (col. 4 lines 57-62). 

Applicant argues on page 9 that the reference of Joao fail to teach that the mobile data 
terminal is disposed in a vehicle. It is the examiner position that Joao teaches a data terminal 
provided by the transceiver 3 (col. 20 lines 7-25) is disposed in the vehicle attach to apparatus 1 
as illustrated in figure 1 . 

Applicant argument regarding the navigation device as taught by Glehr is mute is mute in 
view of grounds for new rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 18-21, 23, 29-31, and 35-37 are rejected under rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Borgstahl et al. U.S Patent 5909183 in view of Glehr U.S Patent 



5723911. 
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Regarding claims 18 and 29, Borgstahl et al. teaches a method for constructing a data 
connection between an integrated household control system (col. 4 lines 12-18) and a mobile 
data terminal (34) located outside the base of the integrated household control system (col. 5 
lines 38-44). Borgstahl et al teaches communication between the data terminal and the 
household control system formed by the device 20 is based on proximity (col. 5 lines 43-45) 
which further represents the automatic construction of the data connection with the integrated 
household control system if one reaches a predetermined region surrounding the household 
control base. The proximity detection (col. 5 lines 16-20) represents position determining as 
defined by the specification (page 7 line 26-page 8 line 3) because position detection as describe 
by the specification consist of determining when the controller device is with a certain range of 
the device to be controlled. Borgstahl et al. is not explicit in teaching a position determining 
device. Glehr in an art related controller device teaches a portable device having a component 
that serves as the position determining device (distance detecting device) (col. 3 lines 65-67) in 
order to determine when the portable terminal is proximate to the system to be controlled. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have a positioning 
determining device coupled to the mobile terminal in Borgstahl et al. as evidenced by Glehr 
because Borgstahl et al. suggests communication between the mobile terminal and household 
control system is enabled when the mobile terminal is proximate to the householed control 
system and the position determining device serves the purpose of detecting when the mobile 
terminal is proximate to the device to be controlled. 
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Regarding claim 19, Borgstahl et al. teaches the data connection between the data 
terminal and the integrated household control system is constructed via a mobile radio network 
(col. 5 lines 38-41). 

Regarding claim 20, Borgstahl et al. teaches the data connection between the data 
terminal and the integrated household control system is constructed via the intemet (col. 9 lines 
62-66). 

Regarding claim 21, Borgstahl et al. teaches the household control system transmits 
alarms to the controller (col. 15 line 65-col. 16 line 3). The communication between the 
household control system and the data terminal is based on a request followed by a response 
protocol as shown in figure 21 (data is not simultaneously transmitted fi*om the household 
control system and the data terminal). Therefore data is transmitted fi-om the household control 
system to the data terminal when there is no existing connection in the opposite direction. 

Regarding claim 23, Borgstahl et al. teaches the use of a peer-to-peer device as the data 
terminal (col. 5 lines 42-45) and further teaches the use of a computer as the peer-to-peer device 
(col. 4 lines 1-4). Borgstahl et al. therefore teaches the use of a computer as a data terminal. 

Regarding claim 30, Borgstahl et al. teaches the data terminal (34) communicating with 
the household control system based on proximity (col. 5 lines 38-44) and the remote device send 
data to the household control system (20) as shown in task 96 and task 98 of figure 10. Borgstahl 
et al. further teaches an example of a remote device controlling an appliance in which the remote 
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controller displays available commands and the corresponding icons associated with the 
commands (col. 16 lines 24-27). The computer program that allows the display of the available 
command is considered a browser and Borgstahl et al. further teaches communication by the 
internet (col. 9 lines 62-66). 

Regarding claim 31, Borgstahl et al. teaches a wireless network (col. 3 lines 65-67) and 
mobile (portable) station (col. 4 lines 41-45). 

Regarding claims 35-37, Borgstahl et al. teaches a method (figure 17) for constructing a 
data connection between an integrated household control system and a data terminal (col. 13 
lines 32-35) comprising coupling the data terminal with a mobile positioning determining device 
evidenced by the data terminal detecting its proximity to a device to be controlled (col. 5 lines 
43-45), wherein the data terminal (121) is mobile (col. 13 line 36), and controlling the data 
terminal by the position determining device in such a way that if the distance from the household 
control base reaches a predetermined region surrounding the household control base (col. 13 
lines 35-36), automatically initiating the construction of the data connection with the integrated 
household control system via a mobile interface of the data terminal (col. 13 lines 36-40). 
Borgstahl et al. further teaches an example of a remote device controlling an appliance in which 
the remote controller displays available commands and the corresponding icons associated with 
the commands (col. 16 lines 24-27). The computer program that allows the display of the 
available command is considered a browser and Borgstahl et al. further teaches communication 
by the internet (col. 9 lines 62-66). Borgstahl et al. is not exphcit in teaching a position 
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determining device. Glehr in an art related controller device teaches a portable device having a 
component that serves as the position determining device (distance detecting device) (col. 3 lines 
65-67) in order to determine when the portable terminal is proximate to the system to be 
controlled. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have a positioning 
determining device coupled to the mobile terminal in Borgstahl et al. as evidenced by Glehr 
because Borgstahl et al. suggests communication between the mobile terminal and household 
control system is enabled when the mobile terminal is proximate to the householed control 
system and the position determining device serves the purpose of detecting when the mobile 
terminal is proximate to the device to be controlled. 

Claims 22, 24, 25, and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Borgstahl et al. U.S Patent 5909183 in view of Glehr U.S Patent 572391 1 and further in view of 
Joao U.S Patent 5917405. 

Regarding claims 22 and 24, Borgstahl et al. in view of Hashimoto et al. teaches the use 
of a computer as a data terminal (col. 4 lines 1-4) but is silent on teaching the mobile data 
terminal is disposed in a motor vehicle and also serve to control motor vehicle function. Joao in 
an art related control system invention teaches a mobile data terminal (figure 1) disposed in a 
vehicle and control vehicle function and household appliance (col. 5 lines 52-67). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art for the mobile data terminal 
is disposed in a motor vehicle and also serve to control motor vehicle function in Borgstahl et al. 
in view of Hashimoto et al. as evidenced by Joao because Borgstahl et al. in view of Hashimoto 
et al. teaches the use of a computer as a data terminal and Joao teaches a mobile data terminal 
disposed in a vehicle and control vehicle function and household appliance. 

Regarding claims 25 and 32, Borgstahl et al. teaches the use of a data terminal to 
transmit control information (figure 21) but is silent on teaching an Internet telephone serves as 
the data terminal. Joao in an art related control system invention teaches the use of a telephone 
as a data terminal (col. 72 line 56-col. 73 line 7) for connecting to a household control system. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have a telephone serve as 
the data terminal in Borgstahl et al. in view of Hashimoto et al. as evidenced by Joao because 
Borgstahl et al. in view in view of Hashimoto et al. suggests the use of a data terminal to transmit 
control information to household control system and Joao teaches the use of a telephone as a data 
terminal for connecting to a household control system. 

Claims 26-27 and 33-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Borgstahl et al. U.S Patent 5909183 in view of Glehr U.S Patent 572391 1 and further in view of 
Hoffman et al. US patent 6239700. 

Regarding claims 26 and 33, Borgstahl et al. teaches a navigation device which 
determines the proximity of the remote control to the device be controlled (col. 5 lines 16-20) but 
is silent on teaching at least one component of the navigation device serves as a position 
determining device. Hoffman et al. in an art related tracking system teaches combining a mobile 
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navigation device with a position determining device (col. 5 lines 42-53) in order to provide a 
practical device for providing security and tracking. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art for the navigation device 
serves as a position determining device in Borgstahl et al. in view of Glehr as evidenced by 
Hoffman et al. because a practical device for providing security and tracking functions. 

Regarding claims 27 and 34, Borgstahl et al. teaches the mobile of system (figure 2) 
uses RF communication (col. 14 line 47) therefore the mobile system is considered a mobile 
radio system but is silent on teaching at least one component of the radio device serves as a 
position determining device. Hoffman et al. in an art related tracking system teaches combining a 
mobile navigation device with a position determining device (col. 5 lines 42-53) in order to 
provide a practical device for providing security and tracking. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art for the navigation device 
serves as a position determining device in Borgstahl et al. in view of Glehr as evidenced by 
Hoffman et al. because a practical device for providing security and tracking functions. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vernal U. Brown whose telephone number is 571-272-3060. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-7:00 Monday-Thursday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Horabik can be reached on 571-272-3068. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Vernal Brown 
February 16, 2006 




MlCHAa HORABIK 



